STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ENROLLED
STUDENTS IN CONNECTICUT SCHOOLS
2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR
PRESCHOOL
DTaP:

4 doses (by 18 months for programs
with children 18 months of age)
Polio:
3 doses (by 18 months for programs
with children 18 months of age)
MMR:
1 dose on or after 1st birthday
Hep B:
3 doses, last one on or after 24
weeks of age
Varicella:
1 dose on or after 1st birthday or
verification of disease
Hib:
1 dose on or after 1st birthday
Pneumococcal: 1 dose on or after 1st birthday
Influenza:
1 dose administered each year between August 1st-December 31st
(2 doses separated by at least 28 days required for those receiving flu for
the first time)
Hepatitis A:
2 doses given six calendar months apart, 1st dose on or after 1st birthday
KINDERGARTEN
At least 4 doses. The last dose must be given on or after 4th birthday
At least 3 doses. The last dose must be given on or after 4th birthday
2 doses separated by at least 28 days, 1st dose on or after 1st birthday
3 doses, last dose on or after 24 weeks of age
2 doses separated by at least 3 months-1st dose on or after 1st birthday;
or verification of disease
Hib:
1 dose on or after 1st birthday for children less than 5 years old
Pneumococcal: 1 dose on or after 1st birthday for children less than 5 years old
Hepatitis A:
2 doses given six calendar months apart, 1st dose on or after 1st birthday
DTaP:
Polio:
MMR:
Hep B:
Varicella:

GRADES 1-5
DTaP/Td:

Polio:
MMR:
Hep B:
Varicella:
Hepatitis A:

At least 4 doses. The last dose must be given on or after 4th birthday.
Students who start the series at age 7 or older only need a total of 3
doses.
At least 3 doses. The last dose must be given on or after 4th birthday
2 doses separated by at least 28 days, 1st dose on or after 1st birthday
3 doses, last dose on or after 24 weeks of age
2 doses separated by at least 3 months-1st dose on or after 1st birthday;
or verification of disease
2 doses given six calendar months apart, 1st dose on or after 1st birthday

GRADE 6
DTaP/Td:

Polio:
MMR:
Hep B:
Varicella:

At least 4 doses. The last dose must be given on or after 4th birthday.
Students who start the series at age 7 or older only need a total of 3
doses.
At least 3 doses. The last dose must be given on or after 4th birthday
2 doses separated by at least 28 days, 1st dose on or after 1st birthday
3 doses, last dose on or after 24 weeks
2 doses separated by at least 3 months-1st dose on or after 1st birthday;
or verification of disease
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GRADES 7-12
















Tdap/Td:

1 dose for students who have completed their primary DTaP series.
Students who start the series at age 7 or older only need a total of 3
doses of tetanus-diphtheria containing vaccine, one of which must be
Tdap
Polio:
At least 3 doses. The last dose must be given on or after 4th birthday
MMR:
2 doses separated by at least 28 days, 1st dose on or after 1st birthday
Meningococcal: 1 dose
Hep B:
3 doses, last dose on or after 24 weeks of age
Varicella:
2 doses separated by at least 3 months-1st dose on or after 1st birthday;
or verification of disease

DTaP vaccine is not given on or after the 7th birthday and may be given for all doses in the primary series.
Tdap can be given in lieu of Td vaccine for children 7 years and older unless contraindicated. Tdap is only
licensed for one dose.
Hib is not required for children 5 years of age or older.
Pneumococcal is required for all Pre-K and K students less than 5 years of age.
Hep A requirement for school year 2017-18 applies to all Pre-K, K, 1st , 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th graders born 1/1/07 or
later.
Hep B requirement for school year 2017-2018 applies to all students in grades K-12.
Spacing intervals for a valid Hep B series: at least 4 weeks between doses 1 and 2; 8 weeks between doses
2 and 3; at least 16 weeks between doses 1 and 3; dose 3 should not be given before 24 weeks of age.
Second MMR for school year 2017-2018 applies to all students in grades K-12.
Meningococcal Conjugate requirement for school year 2017-18 applies to all students in grades 7-12
Tdap requirement for school year 2017-18 applies to all students in grades 7-12
If two live virus vaccines (MMR, Varicella, MMRV, Intra-nasal Influenza) are not administered on the same day,
they must be separated by at least 28 days (there is no 4 day grace period for live virus vaccines). If they are not
separated by at least 28 days, the vaccine administered second must be repeated.
Lab confirmation of immunity is only acceptable for Hep A, Hep B, Measles, Mumps, Rubella, and Varicella.
VERIFICATION OF VARICELLA DISEASE: Confirmation in writing by a MD, PA, or APRN that the child has a
previous history of disease, based on family or medical history.
For the full legal requirements for school entry visit www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3136&Q=467374&PM=1
If you are unsure if a child is in compliance, please call the Immunization Program at (860) 509-7929.

New Entrant Definition:
*New entrants are any students who are new to the school district, including all preschoolers and all students coming in
from Connecticut private, parochial and charter schools located in the same or another community. All pre-schoolers,
as well as all students entering kindergarten, including those repeating kindergarten, and those moving from any
public or private pre-school program, even in the same school district, are considered new entrants. The one exception
is students returning from private approved special education placements–they are not considered new entrants.

Vaccine:
DTaP-IPV-Hib
DTaP-HIB
HIB-Hep B
DTaP-IPV-Hep B
Hepatitis A

Brand Name:
Pentacel
TriHibit
Comvax
Pediarix
Havrix, Vaqta

Commonly Administered Vaccines:
Vaccine:
Brand Name:
MMRV
ProQuad
PCV7
Prevnar
PCV13
Prevnar 13
DTaP-IPV
Kinrix
Influenza
Fluzone, FluMist, Fluviron, Fluarix, FluLaval
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Connecticut State Department of Public Health (DPH)
School Flu Immunization Requirement for PreK Students:
Question and Answer (Q+A)
The Connecticut immunization regulation requires at a minimum one dose of influenza vaccine for school entry, each year
between August 1st and December 31, for all children aged 24 months - 4 years (59 months). For more information on
influenza vaccines, visit the State Department of Public Health’s Web site at www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/.
Q: Do all children aged 24 months - 4 years (59 months) who have not received a flu vaccine by December 31st need to be
excluded from school?
A: Children do not have to be excluded from school if the following conditions are met:
 the school has received a statement signed by the child’s HCP indicating that the child has an appointment to
receive the required immunization (this is considered “immunization in progress”). Continued enrollment in
school for more than thirty days after the named immunization appointment shall be contingent on the school
receiving written documentation from the HCP stating either: that the named appointment was kept and the
child received the scheduled immunizations, or that the child was unable to receive the scheduled immunizations
for medical reasons and a new appointment date is named;
 the school has received a statement signed and dated by the child’s HCP indicating that the child has a medical
contraindication to immunization;
 the school has received a written statement that immunization is contrary to the religious beliefs and practices
of the child or the parent of such child. Such statement shall be signed by the child's parent.
Q: How should a school enforce the flu vaccine regulation for those children who have not received the flu shot by
December 31st?
A: Children who have not received the flu vaccine by December 31st must be excluded from school for the duration of
influenza season (through March 31st) or until they receive at least one dose of the influenza vaccine.
Q: Where can a family go to get the flu vaccine if the pediatrician does not have any more flu vaccine?
A: If a HCP cannot provide the flu vaccine within the given time frame of August 1- December 31st, documentation stating
that the child has an appointment to receive the flu vaccine from his or her HCP would be acceptable.
Q: How is the ‘flu season’ defined?
A: Influenza season generally occurs during November through the end of March.
Q: Is flu vaccine required after March?
A: No, students enrolling in school after March 31st are not required to get vaccinated but flu season may extend until May
and therefore getting a flu vaccine even late in the season is still protective.
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Immunization Requirements, cont’d

Nondiscrimination Statement
The State of Connecticut Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons and does not discriminate
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Affirmative Action Administrator, State of Connecticut Department of Education, 25 Industrial Park Road, Middletown, CT 06457-1543, 860-807-2071.
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